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CLOSSOP  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


To  the  Mayor , Aldermen , and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Glossop. 


Gentlemen, 

The  close  of  a year  of  exceptional  rainfall  suggests 
to  the  Sanitarian  questions  of  water  supply,  of  damp  soil 
in  relation  to  consumption,  a subject  which  was  dealt  with 
in  last  year’s  report,  of  the  effect  of  cold  and  wet  on 
rheumatism,  respiratory,  and  other  diseases,  and  of  the 
influence  of  wet  and  polluted  soil,  and  of  soakage  of 
polluted  water  on  filth  diseases. 

The  last  subject  takes  us  back  again  to  water 
supply,  which  is  of  so  much  importance  for  the  removal  of 
the  causative  agents  of  Filth  Diseases.  In  connection 
with  all  these,  not  only  the  rainfall,  but  also  the  nature  of 
the  district  on  which  the  rain  falls,  is  important. 


2 


To  begin  with  the  geology  of  the  district,  Glossop 
is  situated  on  the  North-Western  slope  of  the  Peak  of 
Derbyshire,  and  on  the  Western  side  of  the  watershed 
formed  by  a portion  of  the  Pennine  Range,  between  Wood- 
head  and  Dunford  Bridge. 

The  upheaval  of  the  Pennine  Range  is  believed  by 
geologists  to  have  taken  place  in  Permian  times,  or  at  the 
close  of  the  Carboniferous  period. 

Glossop  is  situated  on  the  Millstone  Grit,  and  is 
separated  from  the  coal-fields  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
by  an  anticlinal  ridge  formed  by  an  upheaval  of  the  Yore- 
dale  Rock.  In  the  synclinal  trough  (Valley  of  Longdendale) 
intervening  between  this  ridge  and  the  slope  upon  which 
Glossop  is  built,  there  flows  the  river  Etlierow,  which,  after 
forming  the  boundary  between  the  Glossop  and  Glossop 
Dale  districts  of  Derbyshire,  and  the  adjoining  dis- 
tricts of  Cheshire,  joins  the  Goyt  at  Marple  Bridge  to 
form  the  Mersey.  The  upper  part  of  the  valley  from 
Woodhead  to  Tintwistle  is  occupied  by  reservoirs 
belonging  to  the  Manchester  Corporation,  while  lower 
down  come  the  Cheshire  districts  of  Tintwistle  and 
Hollingworth  on  one  side  and  Hadfield  and  Woolley  Bridge 
portions  of  the  Borough  of  Glossop  on  the  other. 

The  slope  upon  which  Glossop  is  built  is  inter- 
sected by  valleys,  probably  water-worn,  through  which 
flow  streamlets  to  join,  first  the  Glossop  brook,  and  later 
the  Etherow.  The  hills  slope  more  abruptly  on  the  Glossop 
side  than  on  the  Woodlands  side,  which  is  to  form  the 
gathering  ground  for  so  many  towns.  Of  course  this  lessens 
the  amount  of  water  flowing  to  the  Glossop  side,  but  the 
hard  rock  and  clay  subsoil  form  an  excellent  gathering 
ground,  and  undoubtedly  enough  flows  to  this  side  to  supply 
Glossop,  and  if  we  are  to  make  progress  in  prevention  of 
filth  diseases,  a larger  amount  will  have  to  be  impounded. 
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The  fissured  character  of  the  rock  makes  this  sometimes 
an  expensive  process. 

The  concrete  foundation  of  the  Woodhead  em- 
bankment was  taken  down  to  from  50ft.  to  60ft.  below  the 
river,  and  the  end  on  the  Cheshire  side  reached  a depth  of 
160  feet  from  the  ground  surface. 

The  total  cost  of  Manchester’s  Longdendale  works, 
including  land,  was  £2,672,002.  Of  course  a scheme  for 
Glossop  would  not  cost  anything  like  that,  but  would  be  ex- 
pensive. 

There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  we  are  to  make 
progress  in  dealing  with  filth  diseases,  we  must  have  more 
water. 


With  a better  supply  of  water,  we  could  afford  to 
have  more  water-closets  and  utilise  our  sewage  works  more 
fully.  Our  sewage  works  are  doing  well,  and  producing  a 
good  effluent.  The  process  is  precipitation  by  alumino- 
ferric,  and  filtration  through  polarite. 

Some  excellent  work  is  also  done  by  the  Surveyor 
in  the  way  of  filtration  through  cinders. 

Of  course  whatever  the  process  adopted,  it  ulti- 
mately resolves  itself  into  purification  by  Bacteria. 

These  creatures  convert  the  nitrogenous  matters 
in  the  sewage  into  nitrites  and  nitrates. 

The  effluent  containing  these  and  other  constitu- 
ents is  of  great  manurial  value,  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  it  is 
sent  down  the  river  In  these  days,  when  so  much  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  home  production,  it  is  remarkable  that  so 
little  attention  is  paid  to  this  potent  agent  for  home 
production  of  food  and  raw  material.  The  individual 
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Corporation  naturally  only  wants  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  there 
is  not  a sufficient  prospect  of  early  remuneration  to  tempt 
the  individual  investigator,  but  some  large  and  representa- 
tive body  might  take  the  matter  up. 

It  might  be  found  that  some  rapid  growing  marsh 
or  water  plant  might  be  grown  in  sewage  and  dried,  carried 
about  in  an  inoffensive  condition,  and  applied  to  soil  as 
sea-weed  is  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  with  far  better 
results. 


It  might  be  found  that  Typhoid  germs  that  had 
escaped  from  the  action  of  Bacteria,  might  succumb  to 
vegetable  growth. 

The  water  carriage  of  Sewage  as  at  present  prac- 
tised is  undoubtedly  wasteful,  but  the  first  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  is  to  attend  to  the  Sanitation  of  the 
District,  and  for  this  purpose  more  water,  more  general  use 
of  Water  Closets,  and  further  utilization  of  the  water 
carriage  are  required. 

In  Stockport  the  change  from  Privy  Pits  to  Water 
Closets,  even  in  £5  houses,  effected  a reduction  of  Typhoid 
Fever  from  4-92  per  cent,  to  056  per  cent. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that  water 
containing  organic  matter  from  kitchen  slopstones,  and 
even  water  containing  nothing  but  soap,  from  decom- 
position of  the  organic  matter,  or  the  soap  becomes  almost 
as  offensive  as  Sewage. 

Privy  Middens  and  Cess  Pools  are  entirely  alien 
to  the  requirements  of  a town  population,  and  pails  are 
only  a little  less  offensive.  The  contents  of  our  pails  are 
now  removed  to  the  outfall  works,  which  has  obviated  the 
nuisance  of  a tip  at  Bridgefield.  Pails,  to  be  healthy, 
should  be  removed  every  day,  which  is,  I fear,  impossible. 
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Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  reform 
of  our  ash-pits,  but  it  would  be  better  to  abolish  ash-pits 
altogether,  and  substitute  covered  ash-bins  to  be  removed 
at  frequent  intervals.  This  brings  me  to  the  consideration 
of  the  organic  refuse,  as  cabbage  leaves,  &c.,  which  are 
generally  thrown  into  ash-pits.  Such  matters,  finding 
moisture,  and  causing  heat  by  their  own  decomposition, 
become  about  as  offensive  as  if  they  had  gone  through 
animal  digestion,  and  been  converted  into  sewage,  they 
become  very  offensive.  If  this  is  true  of  vegetable  refuse, 
it  is  still  more  true  of  animal  refuse,  such  as  fish 
heads,  &c.  Of  course  the  agricultural  idea  is  that  such 
things  should  be  retained  for  restoration  to  the  soil,  but 
the  agricultural  idea  does  not  do  for  the  sanitation  of  a 
town,  where  people  are  crowded  together.  We  require  a 
destructor  for  such  matters,  but  until  we  have  one,  private 
parties  should  utilize  the  kitchen  or  some  other  fire  place 
as  much  as  possible. 

I would  impress  upon  you  that  cess  pools  and 
rubble  or  badly-fitting  pipe  drains  for  conveyance  of 
offensive  matter  should  be  abolished  as  soon  as  possible. 


THE  CAUSES  OF  FILTH  DISEASES. 

The  diseases  we  have  chiefly  to  deal  with  are 
typhoid  fever  and  diarrhoea,  as  cholera  has  not  recently 
come  near  us.  Authorities  agree  that  contamination  of 
food  or  drinking  water  by  infected  sewage  is  the  most 
common  cause,  Other  causes,  however,  contribute, 


6 


The  Commission  on  the  Spanish  American  War 
gave  camp  pollution,  flies  as  carriers  of  contagion,  the 
transportation  of  the  poison  in  the  clothing,  the  dissemi- 
nation of  infection  through  the  air  in  the  form  of  dust,  as 
in  their  opinion,  the  important  factors.  Dust  and  flies  may 
act  in  two  ways.  They  may  convey  infection  directly  to 
food  and  drink,  or  they  may  infect  otherwise  non-infected 
sewage. 


In  Munich,  and  other  places  in  Germany,  typhoid 
fever  has  been  found  to  prevail  when  the  ground  water  had 
been  high  from  previous  rain,  and  was  falling  from  suc- 
ceeding dry  weather.  In  other  places  this  has  not  been 
observed.  It  is  possible  that  on  the  tertiary  and  quarter- 
nary strata  prevailing  in  the  Great  Plain  of  North  Germany 
the  conditions  may  be  different  from  those  found  in  many 
other  places.  The  relation  has  been  observed  by  Dr.  Niven 
in  Manchester. 

I cannot  say  that  the  following  monthly  tabula- 
tion of  rainfall,  and  notifications  for  the  last  five  years  in 
Glossop,  gives  much  support  to  the  view. 


N.B. — Figures  for  Rainfalls  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Garner  of  the  Waterworks. 
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But  another  observation  might  seem  to  support  it.  In  1898, 
when  your  sewers  were  in  process  of  formation,  and  when 
the  ground-water  was  undoubtedly  lowered  thereby,  in  the 
month  of  October,  the  favourite  month  of  typhiod  fever, 
we  had  as  many  as  45  notifications.  A different  explana- 
tion may,  however,  be  given.  Matter  no  doubt  impure 
from  old  stone  drains  would  be  thrown  up  in  the  process  of 
excavation,  and  when  dried  would  be  blown  about  by  the 
winds. 


ON  THE  CAUSATION  OF  DIARRHOEA. 

Dr.  Barwise,  in  his  report  for  1901,  wrote  : — 

“ Diarrhoea  is  essentially  a ‘ filth  disease  ’ which 
becomes  epidemic  when  the  mean  weekly  temperature 
rises  to  68  degrees  Fah.,  ami  is  to  be  attributed  to  dust 
containing  excretal  organisms  from  horse-dung,  &c.,  being 
blown  into  milk  and  other  articles  of  diet,  in  which  they 
rapidly  propagate  themselves.  The  deaths  from  this  disease 
are  fewest  in  the  years  with  wet,  cool  summers,  and  are 
most  in  dry  years.  Those  districts  with  high  rainfalls 
suffer  less  than  those  in  which  there  is  a slight  rainfall, 
and  the  public  water  supplies  are  insufficient  to  allow  of 
the  systematic  laying  of  the  dust  during  the  summer 
months.  Knowing  the  causes  of  the  disease,  to  prevent 
diarrhoea  becoming  epidemic  it  is  necessary  to  abolish  sur- 
face filth,  and  as  soon  as  the  mean  weekly  temperature  is 
over  60  degrees  Fah.,  that  the  streets,  courts  and  yards 
should  be  systematically  watered.” 

Dr.  Niven,  of  Manchester,  considers  that  sum- 
mer diarrhoea,  which  is  chiefly  fatal  in  children,  is  largely 
a question  of  want  of  cleanliness  in  feeding  hand-fed  chil- 
dren, contamination  of  their  food?  and  of  the  farms  from 
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which  their  milk  comes.  These  views  may  well  be  com- 
bined, as  dust  is  liable  to  contaminate  the  milk  sold  in  our 
streets.  It  can  hardly  be  prevented  from  doing  so  when  it 
flies  about,  as,  even  if  kept  out  of  the  milk  cans  it  gets  on 
the  measures. 

I should  say,  then,  that  the  means  to  be  adopted 
for  getting  rid  of  filth  diseases  are  in  the  main  (1):  getting 
rid  of  putrescible  organic  matter,  especially  animal  matter, 
by  the  means  indicated  above  ; (2),  paving  yards,  to  pre- 
vent contamination  of  soil  ; (8)  watering  streets,  &c.,  (4) 
and  attention  to  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  and  their  sur- 
roundings. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Whether  due  to  the  wTet  and  cold  summer,  pre- 
venting the  grovdh  of  the  bacillus  in  the  soil,  or  to  its  pre- 
venting dust  and  flies,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  sanitary 
improvements,  it  is  certain  that  we  have  had  less  typhoid 
fever  this  year  than  wre  have  had  for  the  last  few  years. 

We  have  had  19  cases  in  1908,  against  37  in  1902  ; 
22  in  1901,  34  in  1900,  45  in  1899,  and  85  in  1898. 

We  have  had  3 deaths  from  the  disease  in  1903, 
against  5 in  1902. 

On  account  of  smallpox  vTe  removed  no  cases  to 

hospital. 

Facilities  are  afforded  by  the  County  Council  for 
bacteriological  examinations  at  Birmingham  in  aid  of  diag- 
nosis in  this  disease. 

Apart  from  attention  to  sanitary  environment,  the 
chief  measures  adopted  were  lending  special  pails  for  excreta, 
wdien  water-closets  vTere  not  available,  and  destruction  of 
infected  beds. 
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DIARRHOEA. 


Prom  what  has  heen  previously  said,  the  incidence 
of  diarrhoea  would  be  expected  to  be  light  in  1908,  and  I 
think  the  number  of  cases  was  below  the  average.  The 
death  rate  was  not  light.  Possibly  the  weather  diminished 
the  endurance  of  the  children  suffering  from  the  disease, 
and  led  to  a fatal  termination. 


I give  you  the  following  figures,  observing  that  the 
disease  is  called  diarrhoea  when  it  seems  epidemic  in  char- 
acter, and  enteritis  when  of  an  inflammatory  character  : — 


1900 

1901 

1902 
1908 


Diarrhoea. 

8 

4 

1 

6 


Enteritis. 

11 

12 

5 

4 


I should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  an  interest- 
ing fact.  Ballard  has  shown  that  the  summer-rise  in  the 
mortality  from  diarrhoea  does  not  commence  until  the  mean 
temperature  recorded  by  the  4 -foot  earth  thermometer 
reaches  about  56  deg.,  and  the  highest  mortality  is  in  the 
week  when  the  mean  temperature  as  taken  by  this  instru- 
ment is  the  highest. 

Prom  a diagram  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  of  the  Technical  School,  I find  that  the  4 -foot 
earth  temperature  was  about  56  deg.  from  August  5th  to 
September  20th,  and  about  55  degrees  most  of  the  time 
from  August  2nd  to  October  10th. 

Now  5 of  these  6 deaths  from  diarrhoea  took 
place  between  September  7th  and  November  19th,  when 
the  temperature  had  recently  fallen  below  50  deg. 
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These  facts,  though  not  quite  in  accord  with  Bal- 
lard’s views,  are  fairly  near. 

The  exact  dates  were  September  7th,  October 
10th,  16th,  27th,  and  November  19th. 


PHTHISIS  AND  OTHER  RESPIRATORY 

DISEASES. 

A wet  and  cold  summer  prepares  us  for  observing 
the  fatal  termination  of  cases  of  phthisis,  but  it  may  be  at 
first  surprising  that  deaths  from  other  respiratory  diseases 
are  lighter  than  in  previous  years.  Probably,  however, 
alternations  of  cold  and  heat,  rather  than  continuous  cold, 
tend  to  sickness  and  death  from  these  diseases. 


The  deaths  during  the  last  four  years  were  as 
follows  : — 


1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Phthisis  

41  ... 

31 

...  37 

...  39 

Bronchitis  

35  ... 

33 

...  34 

...  28 

Pneumonia  

38 

25 

...  34 

...  17 

Pleurisy  

3 

3 

0 

4 

Other  respiratory 
diseases...... 

4 ... 

3 

6 

1 

The  phthisis  death  rates  for  three  years  were 
1-44  in  1901,  1*71  in  1902,  and  P81  in  1903. 


In  order  that  we  may  study  the  relation  of  rain- 
fall to  respiratory  diseases,  allow  me  to  present  you  with 
the  following  table 
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Rainfall 

in 

inehes. 

Phthisis 
or  con- 

sumpton.  Bronchitis.  Pneumonia.  Pleurisy. 

Other  re- 
spiratory 
diseases. 

January 

2-95 

...  3 ... 

2 

...  2 

...  0 . 

..  0 

February 

2-97 

...  4 ... 

3 

...  2 

...  0 . 

..  0 

March 

4*56 

...  2 ... 

4 

...  2 

...  0 . 

..  0 

April 

2-04 

...  2 ... 

1 

...  1 

...  0 . 

..  0 

May 

2-97 

...  1 ... 

0 

...  2 

...  1 . 

..  0 

June 

2*02 

3 

0 

...  1 

...  2 . 

..  0 

July 

3-51 

...  7 ... 

1 

...  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

August 

3*67 

...  2 ... 

1 

...  0 

...  0 . 

..  0 

September 

4*97 

3 

0 

...  1 

...  0 . 

..  0 

October 

8-60 

...  2 ... 

3 

...  1 

...  0 . 

..  1 

November 

3-88 

...  5 ... 

4 

...  3 

...  0 . 

..  0 

December 

2*02 

K 

• • • • • • 

9 

...  2 

...  1 . 

..  0 

I have  mentioned  the  relation  of  cold  and  wet  to 
rheumatism  and  rheumatic  fever.  The  deaths  from  rheuma- 
tic fever  were  1 in  1900,  1 in  1901,  1 in  1902,  and  5 in  1903. 
Heart  disease  is  often  a sequel  of  rheumatic  fever,  but  may 
not  necessarily  cause  death  in  the  same  year  as  the  attack 
of  fever.  The  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  37  in  1900, 
43  in  1901,  40  in  1902,  and  30  in  1903. 


SMALLPOX. 

This  disease  has  naturally  attracted  a great  deal 
of  general  attention,  and  has  found  much  work  for  the 
sanitary  staff. 

During  1903,  we  have  had  altogether  four  out- 
breaks in  the  borough. 

Allow  me  to  tabulate  them  as  follows  : — 


(1)  First  case  notified  Feb.  9th. 

Cases  2. 

Last  case  removed  Feb.  15th. 

(2) 

Mar.  18th. 

1. 

,,  Mar.  18th. 

(3) 

Aug.  28th. 

„ 25. 

,,  Sep.  11th. 

P) 

Oct.  11th. 

,,  io. 

,,  Nov,  4th. 
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Previous  to  the  first  outbreak  in  the  borough,  a 
case  occurred  in  the  borough  hospital  at  Gamesley,  situated 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Glossop-dale.  This  case  was,  of 
course,  notified  to  the  Rural  District.  The  infection  came 
from  cases  removed  to  hospital  from  Hadfield,  and  ad- 
joining parts  of  Cheshire,  the  outbreak  taking  place  in  1902. 
The  patient  was  the  hospital  servant.  She  was  least  ex- 
posed of  all  the  hospital  staff,  but  though  vaccinated  in 
childhood,  she  had  refused  to  be  re-vaccinated,  and  the 
disease  singled  her  out. 

The  case  removed  on  February  9th  had  arrived  in 
town  on  February  4th.  He  was  removed  from  a lodging- 
house.  He  was  taken  ill  on  February  7th,  and  the  rash  ap- 
peared on  February  9th.  He  had  been  vaccinated  in  child- 
hood, and  presented  two  large  and  one  small  mark.  His 
was  an  average  case. 

The  case  removed  on  February  15th,  was  the 
daughter  of  the  lodging-house  keeper.  She  was  the  only 
member  of  the  family  not  protected  by  vaccination  or 
smallpox.  She  had  been  vaccinated  unsuccessfully  in  child- 
hood. Hers  was  an  exceedingly  severe  case.  She  was 
taken  ill  on  February  13th,  the  rash  appearing  on  February 
15th.  A remarkable  circumstance  in  her  case  was  that  the 
incubation  period  seemed  to  be  six  days,  instead  of  the 
usual  twelve. 

The  case  removed  on  March  18th  was  also  re- 
moved from  a lodging-house,  where  he  arrived  on  March 
12th.  Taken  ill,  March  16th  ; rash,  March  18th.  He  was 
said  to  have  been  vaccinated,  and  re-vaccinated  seven  years 
ago,  but  no  marks  could  be  seen.  His  was  a severe  case. 

The  outbreak  of  August  28th  to  September  11th, 
which  was  the  subjeet  of  special  reports  to  the  Local 
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Government  Board,  and  the  County  Council,  originated 
from  a man  returning  from  work  in  another  district,  and 
carrying  the  infection  to  his  family  at  Glossop,  where  its 
existence  was  concealed  for  a time,  but  was  discovered  on 
its  affecting  the  neighbourhood.  There  was  a prosecution. 
There  were  twenty  cases  removed  to  hospital,  of  whom  all 
but  four  had  been  vaccinated  in  childhood,  hut  not  re-vac- 
cinated except  in  case  of  contact  cases  recently  re-vac- 
cinated. In  this  outbreak  occurred  the  only  deaths  wre 
had.  One  was  an  unvaccinated  case,  and  the  other  might 
have  been  called  a chronic  invalid,  who  wTas  said  to 
have  been  vaccinated,  but  if  there  were  marks  they  were 
very  indistinct.  This  outbreak  was  confined  to  adjacent 
parts  of  All  Saints’  and  St.  James’  Wards. 

The  fourth  outbreak  of  the  disease,  that  of  Octo- 
ber 11th  to  November  4th,  took  place  in  Hadfield  Ward. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  one  or  more  unrecognised  cases 
formed  the  connecting  link  between  this  outbreak  and  the 
previous  one.  This  is  rendered  more  probable  by  the  un- 
doubted occurrence  of  cases  very  difficult  to  diagnose. 

All  the  10  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  All  had 
been  vaccinated  in  childhood,  and  all  recovered. 

The  38  cases  tabulated  for  the  borough  occurred 
in  23  houses,  single  cases  being  removed  from  15  houses. 
The  measures  adopted  throughout  were  early  removal  to 
hospital,  isolation  of  contacts  for  a fortnight,  vaccination 
or  revaccination  of  contacts,  and,  in  most  cases,  burning  or 
boiling  of  infected  matters. 

Our  success  could  hardly  have  been  better,  but  I 
may  point  out  that  if  wTe  had  possessed  a steam  disin- 
fector, the  destruction  of  valuable  articles  might  often  have 
been  saved. 
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As  to  severity  : — Of  the  34  received  into  hospitaJ 
during  the  year  (including  the  servant),  there  were  15 
severe  cases,  7 moderate,  and  12  mild  cases. 

The  15  severe  cases  included  all  the  5 unvacci- 
nated cases,  and  at  least  3 in  which  the  marks  were  in- 
visible or  very  indistinct.  Except  contact  cases  recently 
re-vaccinated,  only  one  case  claimed  to  have  been  re-vacci- 
nated, and  his  marks  could  not  be  seen. 

Our  total  mortality,  as  stated,  above  was  2. 

In?  conclusion,  the  importance  of  re-vaccination 
can  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

V 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  44  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  borough  in 
1903,  against  118  in  1902,  160  in  1901,  91  in  1900,  56  in 
1899,  and  249  in  1898. 

13  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  On  account  of 
proximity  of  smallpox,  one  of  these  cases  was  removed  dur- 
ing convalescence,  from  our  hospital  to  that  at  Chinley. 

A new  building  has  been  erected  for  the  reception 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  leaving  the  old  building  for  ad- 
ministration, and  for  emergency  and  observation  wards. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  the  hospital,  but  there 
was  one  outside. 

That  you  may  study  the  course  of  scarlet  fever 
allow  me  to  present  you  with  the  following  table  for  the 
last  four  years  : — ■ 
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Weekly  Notification  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  Four  Years 


1900. 

1901. 

! 902. 

Week  ending 

Cases 

Week  ending 

Cases 

Week  ending 

Cases 

Jan.  6 

..  0 

Jan.  5 

..  2 

Jan.  4 

..  1 

13 

..  2 

12 

..  2 

11 

..  0 

20 

..  2 

19....... 

..  0 

18 

..  0 

27 

..  1 

26 

..  3 

25 

..  1 

Feb.  3 

..  2 

Feb.  2 

..  0 

Feb.  1 .... 

..  1 

10.. 

..  2 

9 

..  3 

8 

..  0 

17 

..  3 

16 

..  2 

15 

..  1 

24 

..  1 

23 

..  3 

22 

..  1 

Mar.  3 

..  0 

Mar.  2 

..  3 

Mar.  1 

..  1 

10....... 

..  3 

9 

..  1 

- 8 

..  1 

17 

..  2 

16 

..  4 

15 

..  2 

24 

..  1 

23 

..  5 

22 

..  2 

31 

..  0 

30 

..  2 

29 

..  2 

Apr.  7 

..  0 

Apr,  6...... 

..  3 

Apr.  5 

..  2 

14 

..  1 

13 

..  2 

12 

..  1 

21 

..  1 

20 

..  3 

19 

..  1 

28 

..  0 

27 

..  3 

26 

..  1 

May  5 

..  3 

May  4 

..  7 

May  3 

..  0 

12 

..  1 

11 

..  9 

10 

..  0 

19 

..  5 

18 

..  7 

17 

..  3 

26 

..  1 

25 

..  9 

24 

..  0 

June  2 

..  1 

June  1 

..  8 

31 

..  2 

9 

..  1 

8 

June  7 

..  2 

16 

..  0 

15 

..  4 

14 

..  6 

23 

..  1 

22 

..  2 

21 

..  6 

30 

..  1 

29 

..  2 

28 

..  1 

July  7 

..  0 

July  6 

..  5 

July  5 

..  1 

14 

..  1 

13 

...  1 

12 

..  5 

21 

..  0 

20 

...  0 

19 

..  4 

28 

..  1 

27 

...  4 

26 

..  4 

Aug.  4 

..  3 

Aug.  3 

...  3 

Aug.  2 

..  2 

11 

..  2 

10 

...  5 

9 

..  6 

18 

..  1 

17 

...  0 

16 

..  0 

25 

..  0 

24 

...  5 

23 

Sept.  1...... 

..  0 

31 

...  3 

30 

..  1 

8 

..  2 

Sept.  7 

...  2 

Sept.  6 

..  0 

15 

..  0 

14 

13 

..  6 

22...... 

..  0 

21 

...  2 

20 

..  2 

29 

..  0 

28 

...  3 

27 

..  2 

Oct.  6 

..  3 

Oct.  5 

...  3 

Oct.  4 

..  5 

13...... 

..  4 

12 

...  3 

11 

..  2 

20 

..  2 

19 

...  1 

18 

..  1 

27 

..  6 

26 

O 

25 

..  2 

Nov.  3 

..  10 

Nov.  2 

...  3 

Nov.  1 

..  2 

10...... 

..  1 

9 

...  0 

8 

..  1 

17 

..  6 

16 

...  1 

15 

..  1 

24 

..  4 

23 

...  3 

22 

..  1 

Dec.  1 

..  2 

30 

...  0 

29 

..  4 

8 ..... . 

..  4 

Dec.  7 

...  2 

Dec.  6 

..  10 

15 

..  1 

14 

...  4 

15 

..  2 

22 

..  1 

21 

...  1 

20 

..  6 

29 

28 

...  1 

27 

..  3 

1903- 


Week  ending  Cases 

Jan.  3 

10 

17  

24  

31 

Feb.  7 

14 

21 

28 

Mar.  7... 

14  

21 

28 

Apr.  4 

11 

18  

25.... 

May  2 

9 

16 

23  

30 

June  6 

13 

20 

27 

July  4 

' 11... 

18 

25  

Aug.  1 

1 

15  

22 

9Q 

Sept.  5.' 

12 

19 

26  

Oct.  3 

10 

17 

24  


31 

Nov.  7 

14 

21 

28 

Dec.  5 

12 

19 

26 

Jan.  2,  1904 


1 

0 

0 

1 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS 

CROUP. 

The  prevalence  of  these  diseases  in  1902,  the  as- 
sociation of  which  with  measles  was  noted,  was  continued 
especially  into  the  first  half  of  1903.  Cold  and  wet  are  apt 
to  increase  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases. 

There  were  in  1903,  altogether,  22  cases  of  diph- 
theria, and  8 cases  of  membranous  croup. 

I think  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  anti- 
toxin, used  early  in  these  diseases.  It  is  also  used  for  pre- 
vention in  the  case  of  persons  exposed  to  infection. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  two  outfits  in 
stock  for  lending  out  to  medical  practitioners  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  County  Council  facilities 
are  offered  for  bacteriological  examination  in  aid  of  diag- 
nosis at  the  University  of  Birmingham. 

The  notifiable  diseases  mentioned  were  visited  by 
the  Inspector  and  by  me,  and  the  necessary  steps  in  the 
way  of  disinfection,  &c.,  were  taken. 

MEASLES. 

We  have  again  had  measles  in  1903,  the  disease 
becoming  very  prevalent  in  the  closing  months  of  the  year. 
There  have  been  three  deaths,  one  taking  place  in  May  and 
and  two  in  December.  On  October  21st,  1903,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  close  Littlemoor  Day  School  for  a fortnight 
on  account  of  measles. 

On  November  7th  it  was  found  advisable  to  keep 
it  closed  until  November  16th, 
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The  school  was  cleaned,  painted,  and  decorated, 
and  the  children’s  slates  washed  with  carbolic  lotion  and 
carbolic  soap. 

On  November  26th,  Wesley  Day  School  was  closed 
until  December  7th.  This  school  also  was  well  cleaned 
down. 


Since  the  beginning  of  1904  other  schools  have 
been  closed.  These  events  belong  to  next  year’s  report. 


The  zymotic  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years 

were  : — 


1898 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 
1908 


1- 9 
1-6 

2- 0 
2.5 
2-8 
2*4 
IT 
0*7 
0*6 
2-5 
1-0 


VARIOUS  EVENTS. 

In  February,  the  County  Medical  Officer  sent 
literature  on  smallpox  and  vaccination  which  was  distri- 
buted throughout  the  borough. 

On  May  22nd  I visited  the  sewage  works.  On  June 
28th,  the  chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  the  Inspec- 
tor and  I inspected  a yard  in  Station  road,  Hadfield.  With 
a sub-committee  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  we  inspected 
18  bake-houses  in  Padfield,  Hadfield,  ana  Woolley  Bridge. 
We  measured  and  calculated  the  cubic  spaee  per  person 
working  in  the  bake-houses. 
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On  July  2nd  and  Jwly  3rd,  18  bake-houses  were  in- 
spected in  Glossop. 

On  June  27th  I again  visited  the  sewage  works. 

In  September  and  October  I visited  and  examined 
many  persons  suffering  from  rashes  or  otherwise  under 
suspicion  of  smallpox.  During  the  year  I personally  visited 
and  inspected  some  nuisances,  &c. 

THE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

is  presented  under  the  same  cover  with  mine  this  year.  In 
it  you  vTill  find  an  account  of  the  scavenging,  nuisances 
and  their  abatement,  dairies  and  covrsheds,  bake-houses, 
slaughter-houses,  offensive  trades,  smoke  nuisances,  lodg- 
ing-houses, drainage,  and  the  work  done  in  connection  wTith 
factories  and  workshops. 

THE  HOSPITALS. 

There  is  an  excellent  general  Hospital  provided  by 
the  munificence  of  the  late  Mr.  Daniel  Wood  ; and  at 
Gamesley,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough,  there  is  an  In- 
fectious Hospital  belonging  to  the  Corporation. 

We  have  had  a new  building  added  to  the  Games- 
ley Hospital  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

We  still  want  a steam  disinfector,  which  could,  I 
think,  be  worked  by  men  on  our  staff. 


ADOPTED  ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  (1890), 
The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  (1890),  and  The 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  (1890),  are  in  force 
in  the  borough. 
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Bye-laws  have  been  made  with  respect  to — 

(1)  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  (2)  Alterations  of 
Buildings,  (8)  Nuisances,  (4)  Decent  Conduct  of  Persons 
using  Sanitary  Conveniences,  (5)  Common  Lodging-houses, 
(6)  Slaughter-houses,  (7)  Whirligigs,  Swings,  &c.,  (8)  Tele- 
graph and  Telephone  Wires,  (9)  Hackney  Carriages,  (10) 
School  Attendance,  (11)  and  (12)  Omnibuses,  (13)  Pleasure 
Grounds,  (14)  Public  Baths,  (15)  Lights  on  Vehicles,  (16) 
Profane,  Obscene  Language,  &c. 


To  these  have  been  added  in  1903 — 

Bye-laws  for  the  Regulation  of  Offensive  Trades, 
and  Regulations  with  respect  to  Diaries,  Cow-sheds,  and 
Milk-shops. 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  Districts  during  19D3  and  previous  Years. 

NAME  OF  B3STR1CT — GLOSSO?  URBAN. 
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at’all  Ages 
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the  District. 

Rate. 

13 
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17T 

18- 5 

17-8 
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N umber 

12 
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HO 
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369 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institu- 
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the 

District. 
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To 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in 
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District. 

10 
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District. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  daring  1902, 

and  previous  ^ears* 

Name  of  District— GLOSSOP  URBAN. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

All  Saints 

’ Ward. 

St.  James’  Ward. 

Hadfield. 

YEAR. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Deaths  at  ah  Ages. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Deaths  at  all  Ages. 

1895 

1896  ... 

6426 

98 

8355 

171 

7279 

180 

1897 

6420 

153 

8371 

141 

7091 

125 

1898 

6417 

116 

8379 

163 

6997 

127 

1899 

6414 

106 

8387 

159 

6903 

98 

1900 

6411 

127 

8395 

133 

6809 

126 

1901 

6408 

114 

8403 

134 

6715 

118 

1902 

6408 

142 

8403 

164 

6715 

94 

Averages  \ 
of  Years  1 
1895  to 
1902.  j 

6414 

121 

8384 

152 

6929 

116 

1908 

6408 

116 

8403 

137 

6715 

114 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1903. 

Name  of  District— GLOSSOP  URBAN. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Infectious  Hospital,  Gamesley. 


One  no  settled  abode. 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


The  births  during  1903  were  259  boys  and  260 
girls,  making  a total  of  519.  The  nett  deaths  were  369, 
giving  a difference  of  150.  This  gives  a natural  increase  of 
0*696  per  cent,  as  against  0*283  in  1902  and  0*585  in  1901. 

Between  1891  and  1901  the  population  had  de- 
creased by  890. 


I have  no  doubt  the  population  is  now  slightly  in- 
creasing, as  work  has  revived  in  Hadfield.  Taking  every- 
thing into  consideration,  however,  I have  thought  it  best 
to  reckon  upon  a stationary  population  from  last  census. 


Population 
Birth  rate 
Infantile  death  rate 
General  death  rate 
Phthisis  death  rate 
Zymotic  death  rate 
All  Saints’  death  rate 
St.  James’ 

Hadfield 


21,256 

24*1 

142*5 

17*1 

1*81 

1*06 

18*1 

16*3 

16*9 


I am  gentlemen, 

Yours  truly, 

DUNCAN  J.  MACKENZIE,  M.D. 

Loch  Maree  House, 

Glossop. 

January  25th,  1904. 
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THE  TWENTY-FIFTH 

YEARLY  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BNSPEOTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

FOR  THE 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1903. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen , and  Burgesses  of  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Borough  of  Glossop. 


Gentlemen, 


I submit  to  you  a report  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1908. 


SCAVENGING. 

This  Department  is  still  conducted  on  the  volun- 
tary  sytem,  which  is  considerably  more  expensive,  taken  as 
a whole,  than  it  would  be  if  every  ashpit  had  to  be  cleared 
by  the  Authority,  as  it  could  then  be  worked  systemati- 
cally,  which  is  now  almost  impossible.  I have  had  only  a 
few  complaints  during  the  year,  most  of  them  about  the 
noise  made  by  the  carts  and  nightmen, 
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The  removal  of  excreta  from  pails  has  increased, 
and  that  from  cesspit  closets  has  decreased,  owing  to  151 
cesspit  closets  being  converted  to  the  water-carriage  or 
to  the  pail  system.  The  number  of  pails  having  increased 
to  upwards  of  two  thousand,  fifteen  ashpits  have  been  dis- 
mantled, and  sanitary  dust  bins  substituted  for  them. 
About  97  ashpits  have  been  covered,  and  the  floors  thereof 
concreted.  The  total  number  of  dust  bins  on  our  list  is 
now  143,  which  are  emptied  periodically  at  a charge  of 
about  threehalfpence  per  time,  which  charge  is  a slight 
loss  to  the  Department,  but  the  town  is  considerably  bene- 
fitted  by  the  change.  I am  of  opinion  that  all  shop  pro- 
perty and  property  in  the  central  portion  of  the  town 
should  be  provided  with  these  bins  instead  of  the  old  re- 
fuse pits,  tubs,  and  ashpits  now  used  for  the  reception  of 
refuse  and  ashes.  There  is  a very  heavy  loss  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  excreta  from  the 
pails  and  privies  of  the  borough,  owing  to  the  great  dis- 
tance it  has  to  be  carted.  The  charge  to  the  owners  has 
remained  the  same  although  the  distance  it  has  now  to  be 
taken  is,  on  the  average,  more  than  three  miles  per  journey 
further  than  it  used  to  be. 


The  tanks  for  the  nightsoil  at  the  sewage  outfall 
works  are  full  except  the  paved  shallow  tank,  and  another 
tank  will  soon  be  required. 


The  paper  nuisance  is  as  bad  as  ever,  especially  so 
on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  when  the  shopkeepers  and  mar- 
ket people  are  unpacking  goods  and  allow  the  waste  paper 
to  get  upon  the  streets, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  to  the 
Department  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  for  inspection  and  disinfection  and  removal  to  hos- 
pital are  as  follows  : — 


NAME  OF  WARD. 

All  St.  Total  Previous 

Saints’  James’  Hadfield.  Cases.  Year. 

Scarlet  Fever 9 ...  16  ...  19  ...  44  ...  119 

Typhoid  Fever 7 ...  4 ...  8 ...  19  ...  87 

Diphtheria 5 ...  18  ...  4 ...  22  ...  — 

Membranous  Croup  2 ...  8 ...  8 ...  8 ...  28 

Erysipelas 1 ...  11  ...  9 ...  21  ...  22 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 ...  — ...  1 ...  2 ...  1 

Small  Pox 8 ...  20  ...  10  ...  38  ...  2 


Totals 33  ...  67  ...  54  ...  154  ...  209 


Totals  previous  year  41  ...  79  ...  89  ...  209 


CASES  TREATED  AT  GAMESLEY  ISOLATION 

HOSPITAL. 

NAME  OF  WARD. 

All  St.  Total  Previous 

Saints’  James’  Hadfield.  Cases.  Year. 


Scarlet  Fever 1 ...  4 ...  8 ...  13  ...  58 

Typhoid  Fever — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  15 

Smallpox  8 ...  15  ...  10  ...  33  ...  2 

Diptheria  — ...  — ...  — - ...  — ...  l 

Totals 9 19  18  46  74 


Extra 


4 
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Two  deaths  occurred  at  the  hospital,  both 
females,  from  confluent  smallpox.  Owing  to  four 
separate  outbreaks  of  smallpox  during  the  year,  the 
nursing  staff  of  the  hospital  had  to  be  confined  within  the 
bounds  of  the  hospital  premises  for  the  greater  portion  of 
the  year,  which  was  a great  hardship  to  them,  and  my 
heartfelt  thanks  are  given  to  them  for  so  loyally  assisting 
the  Department  in  keeping  the  disease  isolated  so  satisfac- 
torily. Visiting  the  patients  and  being  allowed  to  see  them 
from  a distance  was  allowed  during  the  whole  period,  and 
no  case  of  infection  occurred  therefrom.  I am  sure  great 
praise  is  due  to  the  hospital  staff  for  the  care  they 
took  to  prevent  the  disease  being  conveyed  from  the  hos- 
pital into  the  town  again. 

The  first  case  of  smallpox  was  brought  by  a tramp  who 
had  obtained  work  on  the  electric  tram  track,  who  was 
lodging  at  a common  lodging-house  in  the  borough.  It  was 
notified  on  February  9th.  The  daughter  of  the  proprietor 
was  the  only  person  who  took  the  disease  from  this  person, 
her  case  being  notified  on  February  15th.  There  was 
another  outbreak  at  the  same  house,  another  man  who 
brought  the  disease  from  Chapel-en-le-Frith.  No  one 
caught  the  disease  from  him.  The  third  outbreak  was 
caused  by  a family  concealing  the  disease  for  nine  weeks 
from  the  time  the  eldest  son  came  home  from  Hebden 
Bridge  suffering  from  the  disease.  Twenty  persons  were 
taken  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  of  whom,  without  doubt, 
had  caught  the  infection  from  this  family  directly  or  in- 
directly. 


The  fourth  outbreak  occurred  at  Hadfield,  ten  per- 
sons being  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  of  whom 
caught  the  disease  from  one  source. 


31 


The  resources  of  the  Department  were  strained  to 
the  utmost  to  deal  with  the  third  outbreak,  and  I wish  to 
put  on  record  my  thanks  to  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the 
borough,  and  especially  to  the  Dr.  Mackenzie,  and 

the  Vaccination  Officer,  Dr.  Sidebottom,  for  their  advice  and 
assistance  in  stamping  out  the  disease. 

The  number  of  houses  infected  by  notifiable  dis- 
eases during  the  year  was  112.  Several  cases,  in  some  in- 
stances, occurred  in  the  same  house. 

All  the  cases  were  visited  several  times  by  myself 
and  assistant.  Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  as  ordered 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  every  case. 

The  general  public  have  been  supplied  by  the  De- 
partment with  disinfectants  free  of  cost,  and  have  been  in- 
structed how  to  use  them.  About  5,000  bottles  of  disinfec- 
tants, and  the  same  number  of  21b.  bags  of  carbolic  disin- 
fecting powder,  were  distributed  during  the  third  and 
fourth  outbreaks  of  smallpox  at  Glossop  and  Hadfield  dur- 
idg  the  six  weeks  the  scare  was  on. 

Many  of  the  houses  infected  with  smallpox,  after 
being  thoroughly  cleansed,  were  disinfected  with  S.0.2  a 
second  time. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  disinfected  with  perchloride  of  mercury  solu- 
tion and  S.0.2,  and  is  now  ready  for  use  again. 

The  means  of  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  fire  at 
the  Hospital  are  very  unsatisfactory.  The  sub-committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  present  apparatus  met  and  have 
the  matter  in  hand  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 
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NUISANCES  AND  ABATEMENT  OF 
NUISANCES. 

Area  of  Borough,  3,050  acres. 

Population  at  Census  of  1901,  21,526. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1902,  4916. 

Erected,  1903,  13.  Alterations  and  Additions,  1903,  26. 

Informal  Abate- 

Description  of  Nuisances.  Notices.  ments. 

No  disconnection  of  waste  pipes...  ...  48  48 

Defective  traps,  inlets,  and  drains  ...  176  173 

Drains  obstructed  ...  . ...  ...  69  69 

Insanitary  privies  and  ashpits  ...  ...  248  246 

Insufficient  privy  accommodation  ...  2 2 

Conversion  of  privies  to  w.c.’s  or  waste 

water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  40 

Surface  of  courts  and  yards  ...  ...  27  27 

Eaves,  spouts,  and  downspouts  ...  ...  63  57 

Urinals  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  15 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  1186  1186 

Pigsties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 2 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Foul  condition  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  22  22 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  1 1 


Totals  ...  ...  ...  1901  1889 

Legal  notices  served  ...  7 7 


1908  1896 
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The  following  articles  have  been  taken  for  Analysis  during 

the  year,  viz  : — 


Butter  and  Margarine...  10. 
Milk  14. 


Coffee  ... 
Cheese  ... 
Lard 
Ale 


All  found  pure. 

Two  prosecutions,  both  were 
fined  5/-  and  costs,  including 
£1  11s.  6d.  in  each  case  for 
Solicitor  and  Analysts  Fees. 
Found  Pure. 

? ? 

? ? 
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The  analyst  certified  one  of  the  milk  samples  to  be 
adulterated  with  water  to  the  extent  of  15%,  the  other  27%. 

One  lot  of  tripe  bellies  and  2 lots  of  cockles  were 
condemned  before  exposure  for  sale  and  were  destroyed. 

Number  of  infected  beds  burned  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Mattresses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  54 

,,  Lots  of  bed  and  other  clothing  boiled 

and  burned  ...  ...  ...  ...  336 

,,  Houses  Infected  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

„ ,,  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  112 

About  3,200  loads  of  ashes  and  other  refuse  have 
been  removed  from  ashbins,  ashpits,  and  the  market. 

About  586  tons  of  urine  and  excreta,  and  Butchers’ 
and  Fishmongers’  offal  have  been  removed. 

About  2,000  pails  are  now  in  use  in  the  Borough, 
which  are  periodically  emptied. 

44  ashbins  have  been  substitued  for  ashpits  during 
the  year,  the  total  number  now  being  143  emptied  by  the 
department. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  number  of  purveyors  of  milk,  cowkeepers, 
and  dairymen  on  the  register  is  161,  but,  as  you  are  aware, 
most  of  them  reside  outside  the  borough,  and  are  out  of 
my  jurisdiction.  There  are  67  cowkeepers,  dairymen,  and 
purveyors  of  milk  residing  within  the  borough. 
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During  the  year  bye-laws  have  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  adopted  by  the  Council, 
to  regulate  these  places.  A deputation  from  the  Farmers’ 
Association  waited  upon  the  Council  asking  for  the  air 
space  to  be  reduced  to  600  cubic  feet  per  cow,  as  in  their 
opinion  this  amount  was  amply  sufficient  for  this  district  ; 
more  than  this  made  the  shippons  too  cold  for  the  cattle.  I 
have  visited  many  of  the  shippons  during  the  year,  and 
have  suggested  alterations  in  the  lighting  and  ventilation 
of  many  of  them.  During  the  cold  season  I found  the  ven- 
tilation impeded  by  hay  stuffed  into  the  openings  for  that 
purpose.  The  worst  feature  about  most  of  the  old  ship- 
pons is  the  floor  behind  the  cattle,  which  is  usually  flagged, 
the  joints  allowing  the  liquid  manure  to  soak  through 
them  into  the  earth  below  the  flags.  I intend  to  have  them 
overhauled  during  the  coming  summer  season,  when  the 
cows  are  out  in  the  grass.  In  this  district  it  is  the  prac- 
tice to  turn  the  cattle  out  in  the  fields  some  part  of 
the  day  when  the  weather  permits,  so  that  they  do  get 
fresh  air,  and  are  better  off  in  this  respect  than  the  town- 
kept  dairy  cows,  which  are  nearly  always  in  the  shippon. 
I have  also  visited  and  inspected  many  of  the  dairies,  and 
found  them  all  clean  and  well-ventilated,  and  have  no 
cause  to  serve  notice  for  alterations  to  be  made.  While  I 
am  on  this  subject,  I may  state  that  nearly  every  purveyor 
of  milk  has  a label  on  his  can  that  he  sells  only  “ skimmed 
milk.”  This  is  not  so  in  most  cases,  as  the  milk  sold  is  what 
is  known  in  the  trade  as  “ night  and  morning  milk  that 
is,  the  overnight  milk  is  skimmed,  and  added  to  the  morn- 
ing’s milk,  which  is  not  skimmed,  but  has  the  “ afterings,’ 
or  drippings,  which  is  the  richest  portion  of  it,  kept  out,  so 
that  the  milk  sold  is  not  really  as  it  comes  from  the  cow, 
but  is,  to  a certain  extent  robbed  of  its  cream,  which 
makes  it  less  nourishing  to  the  children  fed  with  it.  I wish 
the  general  public  would  insist  on  having  the  real  article 
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supplied  when  rearing  children  with  it  ; then  we  should 
have  a much  less  mortality  amongst  the  infants  of  the 
borough. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  in  the  borough  (includ- 
ing domestic  bakehouses)  at  my  last  examination  was  37.  I 
have  made  95  visits  to  them  during  the  year.  The  whole 
of  them  were  visited  by  a sub-committee  of  the  Council  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  and  a report  thereon  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  at  their  meeting  held  August  5th, 
1903.  The  following  were  found  to  be  underground  bake- 
houses according  to  the  Act,  viz  : — Hadfield  Co-operative 
Society,  Platt-street  ; Abel  Taylor’s,  Station-road  ; Coun. 
Greaves,  Station-road ; Ann  Fielding,  Station-road,  (all  at 
Hadfield);  John  Rowland,  Victoria-st.  ; Hy.  Ainsworth, 
Victoria-st.;  the  Misses  Lees,  High-st.,  W.;  Hy.  Boyd,  Pikes 
lane,  (all  at  Glossop)  There  are  four  bakehouses  in  cel- 
lars, but  as  no  part  of  the  bakehouse  proper  is  three 
feet  below  the  surrounding  ground,  they  are  not  under- 
ground bakehouses  according  to  the  Act.  These  eight  un- 
underground bakehouses  should  be  certified  at  the  com- 
mencement of  1904,  or  must  not  be  used  for  baking  therein. 
To  the  date  of  writing  this  report,  I have  had  no  applica- 
tions from  the  occupiers  of  them  for  certificates.  Taking 
the  bakehouses  as  a whole,  they  are  fairly  satisfactory,  and 
with  some  alterations,  of  which  the  occupiers  have  had  no- 
tice, they  comply  with  the  Act. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  borough 
is  23.  Application  for  all  of  them  to  be  registered  has 
been  received,  but  as  they  do  not  comply  with  the  bye-laws 
I cannot  yet  recommend  a license  being  granted  to  some  of 
them 
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The  principal  infringement  of  the  bye-laws  now,  is 
that  the  lower  part  of  the  walls  are  not  cemented  or  tarred, 
and  the  stains  of  blood  and  offal  cannot  be  swilled  off 
them.  I have  made  67  visits  to  these  places  during  the 
year,  and  so  far  as  the  limewashing  and  cleansing  of  them, 
I found  them  fairly  satisfactory.  I intend  to  make  the  oc- 
cupiers comply  with  the  bye-laws  during  the  coming  year, 
and  then  will  ask  the  Council  to  license  or  register  those 
that  can  be  made  satisfactory. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  nine  places  coming  under  this  descrip- 
tion in  the  borough.  With  one  exception,  they  are  all  con- 
nected with  the  tripe  trade.  I have  had  no  cause  for  com- 
plaints during  the  year.  I have  made  21  visits  during  that 
period. 

SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

I have  dealt  with  three  complaints  during  the 
year,  and  have  not  needed  to  prosecute,  as  in  all  the 
cases  they  abated  the  nuisance  at  the  time. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  now  three  registered  ones  in  the 
borough.  I have  made  46  visits  to  them  during  the  year. 
They  have  complied  with  the  bye-laws,  and  are  satisfac- 
tory. Two  outbreaks  of  smallpox,  which  were  suppressed 
with  only  one  case  from  contact,  occurred  in  the  best-regu- 
lated one. 
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DRAINAGE. 

Your  Surveyor  now  does  this  work  by  his  Depart- 
ment, and  has  been  so  kind  as  to  supply  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing information,  i.e.,  161  houses  re-sewered  and  drained 
and  connected  to  main  sewer  ; 9 shops  re-sewered,  1 church, 
and  1 school.  Three  main  sewers  have  been  laid,  and  four 
relaid.  The  Sanitary  Department  has  tested  some  150  gul- 
ley-traps,  and  yard  drains  and  sewers  and  reported  on  their 
condition,  and  has  had  the  defects  remedied. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  now  107  workshops  and  59  factories 
on  the  register  ; to  these  places  I have  made  187  visits. 
Owing  to  the  four  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  the  borough 
during  the  year,  I have  been  unable  to  devote  as  much  time 
to  this  work  as  I could  like  to  have  done,  but  it  was  of  the 
first  importance  that  the  smallpox  should  be  stamped  out, 
and  to  this  end  I devoted  my  services,  and  am  pleased  to 
say  succesfully.  This  extra  work  took  up  nearly  two 
months  of  my  time,  so  I had  to  put  off  what  I could  for  the 
time  being  and  have  had  to  fetch  up  the  arrears  of  work  since. 
All  being  well,  I shall  deal  with  the  workshops  and  facto- 
ries in  a systematic  manner  during  the  coming  year.  All 
the  complaints  received  about  these  places  have  been  re- 
medied, except  some  complaints  by  H.  M.  Factory  In- 
spector about  the  closets  or  privies  at  some  of  the  facto- 
ries, which  complaints  are  being  dealt  with  at  the  present 
time.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  some  of  the  cases  of  factory 
sanitary  conveniences,  some  arrangement  other  than  the 
present  system  will  have  to  be  adopted  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  These  places  do  not  satisfy 
me  from  a sanitary  point  of  view.  The  owners  are  all  will- 
ing to  do  what  they  can  to  remedy  things,  but  the  persons 
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Using  the  conveniences  are  very  much  to  blame  for  the  dis- 
graceful condition  I sometimes  find  them  in,  and  I do  not 
as  yet  see  the  remedy.  There  seems  to  be  two  classes  of 
people  brought  together  in  the  mills,  one  lot  trained  to  clean- 
liness, and  the  other  lot  to  the  opposite,  and  these  unclean 
people,  with  their  dirty,  filthy  ways,  make  it  almost  impos- 
sible for  the  cleaner  ones  to  use  the  conveniences,  unless 
through  dire  necessity.  I should  like  the  experiment  tried 
of  having  someone  in  constant  charge  of  these  conveni- 
ences, so  that  they  could  be  kept  clean  and  useable,  like 
the  public  conveniences  at  railway  stations  and  those  un- 
derground in  some  of  our  towns,  where  the  same  classes, 
to  a certain  extent,  use  the  same  conveniences. 

The  year  has  been  an  exceptionally  wet  one.  but  I 
am  pleased  to  know,  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
that  the  death-rate  has  decreased. 


You  will  see  from  the  heading  of  this  report  that 
it  is  the  25th  I have  made  to  the  Council,  and  I could  not 
let  the  quarter-century  pass  by  without  just  a word  about 
it.  I beg  to  thank  the  Council,  one  and  all,  for  the  general 
kindly  manner  shown  to  me  during  that  period  of  time.  Of 
course  there  has  been  friction  and  storms  at  times,  but  I 
know  that  generally  I have  had  the  sympathy  and  good- 
will of  the  members  of  the  Council  in  my  oft-times  dan- 
gerous and  necessary  work. 


I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


SAMUEL  DANE, 


Bird  Nest  Cottage, 

Primrose-lane, 

Glossop. 


Certificated  Inspector, 

Assoc.  San.  Inst. 


